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They are small insects, oval in form and generally of dull
colouring.
The head Is horizontal and somewhat prominent. The
antenna?, which have a three-jointed club, are received into
grooves in the sternum. The legs are capable of being retracted
and the tarsi are slightly pubescent beneath.
The adults have been found under the bark of trees, where
it is presumed they feed on the sap-wood.
The family has been monographed by Thomson (1860).
NlLIONID/E.
Hemispherical, resembling Coccinellidae. Head vertical.
Prothorax leaf-like at the sides. Anterior coxal cavities
apparently open behind. Tarsi filiform ; claws simple.
The members of this family, which number from twenty to
thirty species, occur in Central and Tropical America.
In general appearance they resemble the Uoccinellidw, being
hemispherical. They are of moderate WBC.
The head is vertical, and when in repose rests against the
anterior coxae. The antenna; are eleven-jointed, and inserted
in front of the eyes. The prothorax is curiously leaf-like at
the Hides. There are five visible ventral segments. The
anterior coxal cavities, being apparently open behind, is a
character separating this family from the Tenebrionidw.
These beetles are said 'by Lacordaire to be found walking
about on fungi on tree-trunks and to feign death on alarm.
He also says that they exhale;, in common with other bole-
tophagouK beetles, a peculiar smell.
The earlier stages are not known.
Borchmann lists the family in the Berlin Catalogue.
PKTRIID/K.
Elongate, slender. Antennae long, filiform, eleven-jointed.
Anterior coxal cavities almost closed behind. Elytra
dehiscent, not reaching apex of abdomen. Legs and tarsi
long and slender; claws simple.
A family of but few gpecieg occurring in the Transeaspian
region.